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‘ “added that “I'm noi surce a successor
,SOUH.' V'Et Nam ' " would do any betier there than am-
'. The Coup d’Etat Game - bassacdor  Taylor.” Represceniative -

Clemoent  Zablocki went him' one ,
When the cat was away, the rats belter: “If Taylor has outlived his i
.began to play. That was how things usefuiness, then swe have, also.”
shaped uf| al} voon as Maxwell Taylor

left -Sai U on January 26 for a

“lightning visit” to Vientiane. Scarce-

ly had Taylor turned his back
than General Nguyen .Khanh, the

puppet south Viel Nam commander=

in-chief, and his cohorts threw out

¢ ' the U.S.-fostered ‘‘civilian govern-
‘ment” of Tran Van Huong who had

been sworn in just a week earlier

Tavior’s own January 20 coup Lo

,'. prop up the Huong regime had been
~j the 7Tth coup since the United. Stales i ) b ing
hqmdated Ngo Dinh Dmm 15 monlhs puppcv.t--malhtm, has. ’een wors «;e? ng
ago. Thus Khanh's manocuvre ' the situation by pitling one gloup{ )

. o ins \
O Co : . raised the score in Saigon's game of against another

“coupsmanship” to eight. . Coups and counter-coups in Sai-’
gon have led observers there to say -

that “now it's Taylor or Khanh, onc
or the other has te go” Whelher -

Taylor is recalled — which was what
the recent demonstrations, in south
Viet Nam demanded - oxr whether
Khanh is tossed overboard in favour
of somne other stooge, the. American
defeat has been spelled out in capi-
tal letlers. Said the New York Times
(January 28): “The latest coup d'etat
in Viet Nam is one more blow at the
United States. It is a defeat,”” The
New York Herald Tribune edntoria]ly
declared on the same day that the”
‘situation’ in south, Viet Nam was '
beyond U.S. pnwer to control and;
‘that the “adventure” in south Viet
Nam was a “gn ievous erx'or.’f JRCERRAR

For months opinion in the United
States has reluclantly come to the'’
conclusion that/Washington's position
in south Viet Nam is hopeless. ' On
the vne hand, the people's forces are
growing continually slronger and
winning viclory. afler victory, On
the other hand, the puppel regime,
partivularly within the puppet powep,
groups, is torn by insoluble interng}
conliadictions. The United States,
with “Ambassador” Taylor acting as

Only a day belore, US. Scenalor
_Fulbright, Chairman of the Senuate
Foreign Relations Commitiee, had
"been assured by C.I.A. Dircctor John
McCone that there was no immediate .’
danger of Huong being overihrown.

"~ After’ Khanh's coup Fulbright was

qupled as saying that things in

50“”‘ Viet Nam were ‘'very distress-

ng, Other congressmen appearcd

. to be equally dejected.  Scnalor
LI Mike Mansfield said: “Iv looks as if
SR ' we avre dealing with coup on coup
rather than a stable government.”
Senatoy George D). Aiken admilied
that he had “about come t$ the con-
“clusion . ‘that . ambassador Maxwell
Taylor has ‘about ouflived . his use-
|_{fulness" 'in’_south Viet Nam, He
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